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Description
By Julian Assange (julian@wikileaks.org)

This document was submitted to the UK’s High Court by the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) in September
2009, as a Defence against a libel claim brought against them by the oil company Trafigura. A May 2009 BBC
Newsnight feature suggested that 16 deaths and many other injuries were caused by the dumping in the Ivory Coast
of a large quantity of toxic waste originating with Trafigura. A September 2009 UN report into the matter stated
that 108,000 people were driven to seek medical attention. This Defence, which has never been previously published
online, outlines in detail the evidence which the BBC believed justified its coverage. In December 2009 the BBC
settled out of court amid reports that fighting the case could have cost as much as 3 million pounds. The BBC
removed its original Newsnight footage and associated articles from its on-line archives. The detailed claims contained
in this document were never aired publicly, and never had a chance to be tested in court. Commenting on the BBC’s
climbdown, John Kampfner, CEO of Index on Censorship said: ”Sadly, the BBC has once again buckled in the face
of authority or wealthy corporate interests. It has cut a secret deal. This is a black day for British journalism and
once more strengthens our resolve to reform our unjust libel laws.” Jonathan Heawood, Director of English PEN,
said: ”Forced to choose between a responsible broadcaster and an oil company which shipped hundreds of tons of
toxic waste to a developing country, English libel law has once again allowed the wrong side to claim victory. The
law is an ass and needs urgent reform.” Now that this document is in the public domain, the global public will be
able to make their own judgement about the strength of the BBC’s case.
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WikiLeaks & The Sunshine Press
http://sunshinepress.org/

The document you have been reading was passed to us by an individual stepping forward to reveal the truth or
preserve the integrity of the historical record. WikiLeaks is acknowledged to be the most successful defender of
confidential sources and the public’s right to know. If you have confidential material, contact us securely at:

https://secure.wikileaks.org/

Our publisher, The Sunshine Press, is an international non-profit organization funded by human rights campaigners,
investigative journalists, technologists, lawyers and the general public. Since 2007 we have exposed thousands of
military, political and corporate abuses—fighting off over 100 legal attacks to do so. No WikiLeaks’ source been ever
exposed and the organization has yet to lose a legal case. Our disclosures have triggered many reforms, including the
removal of two corrupt national governments. We have found that knowledge is suppressed because of its power to
change and that only new knowledge brings meaningful change. Ultimately, the quality of every political, economic
and personal decision depends on understanding the world and how it came to be that way. By revealing the true
state of our world, through millions of pages of suppressed information, we are creating the primary ingredient for a
better civilization. Although our work has won many awards, it is your strong support that preserves our continued
independence and strength.
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