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Testifying on August 23, 2005 inTampa courtroom, FBI Special Agent Kerry Myers
shocked onlookers by revealing that the Palestilséamic Jihad (P1J) lshplanned a terrorist
attack inside the United States. According to Myessithorities thwarted the attack, which
would have been the first committed by P1J outside Israel or the occupied territories.

Myers’ disclosure has raised questiob®w the threat Palestimaterrorists pose to the
continental United States. Most notable is the threat posed by Hamas, a Palestinian terrorist
organization founded shortly aftéhe outbreak of the firshtifada that seeks to destroy Israel
and replace it with anlemic state. Although Hamas’ leaderssbéalaimed that they are willing
to broker a deal with Israel, the Hamas chaotdtines the movement’s rejectionist philosophy:
“Giving up any part of Palestine i&ke giving up part of its degion...There is no solution to the
Palestinian problem except by Jihad. The initedivoptions, and international conferences are a
waste of time and a kind of ikdi's play.” In January 2006, &fr Hamas won control of the
Palestinian parliament in a landslide dlet victory, top officel Mahmoud Zahar saitlve have
no peace process. We are not going to mislead our people to tell them we are waiting, meeting,
for a peace process that is nothing.”

Hamas supporters celebrate the goaiJanuary 2006 election victory

Since the beginning of the secantfada in September 2000, Ham&as carried out over
425 terrorist attacks irsrael, including a number of dh-casualty suicide bombings. For
example, in June 2001, a Hamas suicide bombledR1 at a Tel Aviv nightclub, while a March
2003 bus bombing claimed 17 lives. In total, Hammas killed more than 375 Israeli citizens and
soldiers since 2000.

After Israel banned Hamas as a tertogsoup in 1989, the organization recognized it
would need considerable asaiste from abroad. As one teiism analyst observed in 1996,
“when the confrontation with Israel begandscalate militarily, Hamas desperately needed an
external haven to direct operations, raise fumg®rdinate political awities and disseminate
propaganda...Hamas found that the U.S—uwitts...pre-existing militant anti-Soviet
infrastructure—provided wirtual paradise for the emerging ias leadership to raise funds and
develop the external networks needed twmordinate attacks backn their homeland.”
Highlighting the success of Hamas’ efforts ire tnited States, FBI Director Robert Mueller
testified before the Senate Ihigence Committee in FebruaB®005 that “of allthe Palestinian
groups, Hamas has the largest presence in thenittSa robust infrastruare, primarily focused
on fundraising, propaganda for the Paieah cause, and proselytizing.”

Many of the key figures who set up thapgort structure came totper at the Marriott
airport hotel in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania fr@utober 1-3, 1993 to sliuss operational details.

! Myers was the lead agent in the investigation of alleged Palestinian Islamic Jihad operative Sami al-Arian. In
December 2005, a Florida jury found Al-Arian not guilty oghgicounts, including congpicy to maim or murder
outside the United States. After a five month-long trial and 13 days of deliberations, thelgaryofagach a
unanimous verdict on nine other counts against Al-Arian, including a charge of conspireayide material

support to a terrorist group.
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Organized by senior Hamas operative Abdelal al-Ashqgar, who was indicted in August 2004

in Chicago for allegedly participating in a 1Bar racketeering conspiracy to finance Hamas’
activities, the meeting was called in the wakfethe Oslo Accordsin the Accords, then
Palestinian Authority head Yasser Arafat anéésirPrime Minister Yitzhak Rabin agreed to a
future of coexistence and indepnce for the Israelis and Palesins. According to the U.S.
government, which surveilled tHehiladelphia gathering, “[tlhpurpose of the meeting was to
determine...[a] course of action in support of Hamas’ opposition to the peace plan and to decide
how to conceal...activities from the stiny of the United States government.”

At the meeting, participants attempted tocoioe their true agenda. As a declassified FBI
analysi$ of the wiretaps states, participants “spenich effort hiding their association with the
Islamic Resistance Movement, a.k.a. HAMAS. éast, they referred to HAMAS as ‘Samah,’
which is HAMAS spelled backwards.”

In addition to working to obscure theedito “Samah,” those at the meeting discussed how
organizations in the U.S. cousdipport Hamas, fully aware thdahe democratic environment in
the United States allowed them to perform activities that are extremely important to their cause.”
They noted that “[t]he institions here should be at theervice of the Movement over
there...This should include finae, information, political, rd everything.” Another speaker
urged his colleagues to “focus on those peayho are directly connected with Jihad.”

Participants also recognized the critic@portance of domestic lobbying. Stressing the
need for deeper engagement with the Ameridaislim community, one attendee discussed the
groups “attempting to encourage tsamic community to be involekin the politichlife in this
country.” He commented, “[w]e should assist them in this task. This will be an entrance for us to
put, through the Islamic community, pressume the Congress and the decision makers in
America.”

Musa Abu Marzook HLFRD Logo

The FBI analysis further assessed that [talenty-five] attendees of this meeting” were
“Hamas members.” Six of those attendees wddfigials from the Holy Land Foundation for
Relief and Development (HLFRD), a Richands Texas-based “charity” founded in 1989 that
that served as Hamas’ primary fundraisingnan the U.S. In its infancy, HLFRD received
$210,000 from Musa Abu Marzook, the Damascusbtateputy “political” chief of Hamas who
spent over a decade living in the United Statesinduwhich he played an integral role in
establishing the financial and propaganda mactiheswould effectively serve Hamas’ interests
for years to com@.Marzook also had close familial ties to HLFRD, for he was related to the
organization’s Treasurer and Chairman tbe Board, both of whom attended the 1993
Philadelphia meeting.

2 FBI analysis of the Philadelphia conference submitted as an exhibit in Holy Land Foundation for Relief and
Development v. Ashcrgf{D.D.C 02-442 GK).

3 Marzook was indicted in August 2004 in Chicago for his longstanding involvement with trestéaierprise.
Currently, Marzook is not in U.S. custo@s he reportedly lives freely in Syria.
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With Marzook’s blessing, HLFRD establishiggklf as a national presence, opening offices
in New Jersey, California,lihois, Michigan, and Florida.Moreover, through a “Matching Gift
Program,” major corporations such as MiafbsEricsson, and American Express unwittingly
matched employees’ contributions to HLFRBELFRD’s activity continued until the U.S.
Treasury Department froze its assets in December 2001. On DecéinBe0a, President Bush
stated, “money raised by the Holy LanduRdation is used by Hamas to support schools and
indoctrinate children to grow up into sidle bombers. Money raised by the Holy Land
Foundation is also used by Hamasedoruit suicide bombers andtapport their fenilies.” Less
than three years tier, in July 2004, HLFRD and seven tofficials, six of whom were at the
Philadelphia meeting, were indicted in Tex&r providing material support to Hamas.
According to federal prosecutors, HLFRD sent more than $36 million to Hamas from 1988-
2001.

HLFRD’s prolific fundraisig efforts were greatly facilitatdthy the Chicago-based Islamic
Association for Palestine (IAP)whose top officials alsattended the 1993 Philadelphia
meeting, according to FBI recadAP, which was founded byusa Abu Marzook and received
$490,000 from him, worked closely with HLFRDgresistently encouragingeople to donate to
the “charity” in its publications and on its b&te. Moreover, according to IAP’s President,
much of the money raised at IAP’s annwainferences, which often featured high-ranking
Hamas leaders, went directly lLFRD. Reflecting this relationship, IAP’s President stated in
2003 that IAP worked to “promofelLFRD] in everyway” it could.

To complement its collaboration with HRD, IAP did far more to support Hamas. The
organization published the Hamas charter, aougly anti-Semitic document that calls for the
murder of Jews, and noted in its Arabic-language publicéiadrilastin, “[tjhe IAP will deliver
this charter of the Hamas movement...all oitke American continents.” In addition to
disseminating the Hamas charter and Hamas aongqués, IAP used itthree publications to
frequently praise Hamas terror atks. The October 1994 headline of ®é$-Zaitounah
publication captures the magazine’s ideologlmaht: “In Its Greatest Operation, Hamas Takes
Credit for the Bombing of an Israeli Bus in tBenter of Tel Aviv.” IAP’s audiovisual wing,
Agsa Vision, even distributed videos ceking Hamas attacks, showcasing operatives
undergoing training, and documenting thterrogation of “collaborate” prior to execution.

IAP also followed the guidance put forhthe 1993 Philadelphiaeeting to “encourage
the Islamic community to be involved in the political life in this couhényd to “pressure...the
Congress and the decision makers in Americaitsimission statement, IAP noted that “it issues
public statements, action-alerts, press releaseb adicles. It organizzdemonstrations, press
conferences, protest-telegrams, and...petitionedrivihe IAP lobbies political lead-ers [sic],
works in coalitions, and encourages voter segtion and election pacipation.” Reflecting

* HLFRD became even more important to Hamas in 1882n Israel shut down¢horganization’s offices and

labeled HLFRD a Hamas front group.

® The IAP-HLFRD relationship was aided by overlapping leadership. For example, in 1989, HLFRD’s CEO, Shuk
Abu Bakr (a Philadelphia meeting attendee), served on IAP’s Board of Directors. Anothdephila meeting
attendee, Abdel Jabbar Hamdan, was HLiBp fundraiser and an IAP member.

® AP also established offices in Indiana, Arizona, lllinois, California, and Texas.

" According to Rafeeq Jaber, IAP’seéBident, the two organizations evead a contract codifying their close
relationship
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these goals, IAP’s website prominently splayed links titled “Contacting Congress,”
“Contacting the White House,” and “Ceaitt [the] US State Department.”

Although IAP has never been subjectgimvernment action, government documents and
court rulings have unandpiously tied the group to HamaA 2001 Immigration and
Naturalization Service memo notdtat the “facts strongly suggedtiat IAP is “part of Hamas’
propaganda apparatus,” while in August 2002, a féjletge ruled that “the Islamic Association
for Palestine has acted in support of Hamasernl'in 2004, an immigration judge labeled IAP a
“terrorist organization” and noteats “propensity for violence.Moreover, also in 2004, IAP was
held liable in Chicago in a $156 million ciyidgment stemming from the 1996 Hamas murder
of an American citizen in Israel. Followinggtcrushing blow, IAP reportedly ceased operations,
ending over a decade of activity that supported Hamas.

While IAP and HLFRD constituted the mastwerful nodes in Hamas’ U.S. network, other
U.S. entities have provided considerable support to Hamas as well. To complement IAP’s
propaganda efforts, Hamas leader Musa Abuziiak created the Springfield, Virginia-based
United Association for Studies Bearch (UASR), a think-tank purportedly dedicated to “the
study of on-going issues in the Middle East, such as the Arab-Isradictbini fact, according
to former UASR employee Mohammed Salalvhom the US government named a Specially
Designated Terrorist in 1993JASR was “the political command of Hamas in the United
States.” A 2004 Justice Department courtngliasserted that “UASR through its Executive
Director, has demonstrated its sympathies for Haandsthat several of its key associates are, or
have been, integrally involved in Hamastiates.” Reflecting ths conclusion, UASR’s
publications have called fahe annihilation of all Jews andgsed “the blessed Jihad Intifadah.”
Open sources also reportathhigh-ranking Hamas operativés the West Bank and Gaza
maintained telephone contawatith UASR in the 1990’s, and that UASR hosted meetings
attended by high-ranking Hamas operativB®spite considerable media scrutiny, UASR
continues to operate in Virginia.

Furthermore, to supplement the fundsved by HLFRD, Hamas has received financial
support from other charitable front groups. Foaraple, the Springfield, Missouri-based Islamic
American Relief Agency (IARAJ,which operated in the U.S. for nearly two decades, allegedly
funneled money to Hamas, Al Qaeda, and tAh&d al-Islamiya. Shut down by the U.S.
Treasury Department on October 13, 2004, IARA used “collection boxes marked ‘Allah’ and
‘Israel,’ signaling the funds would berdcted towards attacks against Israekmbther alleged
component of Hamas’ U.S. financial netkowas the Al-Agsa Educational Fund, a charity

8 Salah was indicted in Chicago in August 2004 Wiilisa Abu Marzook and Philadelphia meeting organizer
Abdelhaleem al-Ashqar for allegedly participating in ayg&r racketeering conspiracy to finance Hamas' activities
° The U.S. government action targeted IARA’s worldwide network. IARA was headquarté¢edrioum, Sudan

and maintained over 40 offs throughout the world, including in the United States.
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headed by 1993 Philadelphia rtieg organizer and indicted Hes operative Abdelhaleem al-
Ashgar.

Hamas has also exploited amray of businesses in theSJ.to raise funds. In April 2005,
the operators of Infocom, a Richardson, examputer company, & convicted of doing
business with a Specially Designated Testprafter accepting $250,000 in investment capital
from Musa Abu Marzook. Exemplifying the incasus links that bind Hamas’ US network,
Infocom’s owners are related to Marzook antbHeadership positions with IAP and HLFRD.
What's more, one of Infocom’owners attended the 1993 Ptdlphia meeting. Additionally,
according to U.S. government documents, Hammagsted millions of déars in real-estate
projects nationwide through BMI Inc., a defunct Seca, New Jersey investment firm that also
received funding from Musa Abu Marzook. A 2003S. Customs Service report summarizing
an interview with BMI founder Soliman Biheifidocuments Hamas’ awareness of the benefits
of the U.S. operating environmenBihieri was advised to go toe¢hUnited States and establish
an Islamic financial corporation to take advantage of both the Islamic money in the United States
and the freedom of operation of the U.S. finalheiarket...[Bihieri] related that by establishing
an American financial company on U.S. soil, tleyuld have the freedom to do as they pleased
regarding business activity, he would just hawefollow SEC guidelines.” U.S. authorities
contend that BMI is a component of tBafa Group, a complex arrfayof Virginia businesses
and charities that allegedlyrineled money to Hamas, Al Qaeda, and the Palestinian Islamic
Jihad. Although Safa Group entities were raigie®003, indictments have yet to be filed.

Moreover, sympathetic indduals and mosques in the Ultave raisegdignificant amounts
of money for Hamas. For example, accordiagederal prosecutors, Mohammed al-Moayad, a
prominent Yemeni sheikh, raised “money fgrhad...at the Al Faroug mosque in Brooklyn.”
Moayad, who had personal contacts with onélamas’ founders, then funneled that money to
Hamas and Al Qaeda. During Moayad’'s 2005ltremn informant testified that al-Moayad
claimed to have delivered $3.5 million to Hasrand $20 million to Osama bin Laden before
9/11. In July 2005, a Brooklyn federal judge sentenced Moayad to 75 years in prison.

Declassified FBI reports have further documdrifee financial supporctivities of other
Hamas-linked individuals in the U.S., suchMshammad al-Hanooti. &htifying al-Hanooti as
“a big supporter of Hamas,” a 2001 FBI meardum cited a “credibl' source who reported
“that Al-Hanooti collected over six million U.Slollars for...Hamas.” Notably, al-Hanooti, who
served as the Imam of the Islamic Center of the Capital District in Colbdiee York from
2000-2002, attended the 1993 Philadedphineeting and seed on the Islamic
Association for Palestine’s Board of Directofscording to FBI docments, still another
1993 Philadelphia meieig attendee, Mohammed EI-Ma&in, who chaired the HLFRD’s

9 0n October 12, 2004, a federal jury in Alexandria,, \¢anvicted Biheiri of making false statements to ICE
agents during a 2003 interview, in which he told agents he had no business or personal ties to Musaobku Mar
During Biheiri’s trial, the government presented files seized from Biheiri’'s computerrghtivat Marzook had
invested $1 million in BMI and other Biheiri-controlled U.S. business ventures.

™ In an 106 page affidavit filed in support of the Safa raids, U.S. Customs Agent David Kam¢hatSevidence
exists that individuals associated with the Safaupare using the various affiliated charities and companies under
their control to transfer money in convoluted transactions through a network of inted-i@iganizations designed

to prevent the United States frdracking the ultimate recipients...”
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board, allegedly raised monégr Hamas at the Islamic Cartof Passaic County in New
Jersey? in the mid-1990’s.

In the years since 9/11, as the UgBvernment has cracked down on charitable front
groups?® and terrorist financing at radical mosquegeratives have turned to criminal activities
to raise funds for Hamas. Testifying befoitee House Financial Services Committee on
September 24, 2003, the FBI's Assistant DirectoCofinterterrorism John Pistole stated that
“investigations have uncovered a mayl of criminal atvities used to generate funds, a portion
of which is then forwarded to NGOs associatdgth Hamas. Some of the suggested criminal
activity include, but are not limited to, drug ffreking, credit card fraud, counterfeit products,
fraudulent documents, cigarettex tiaud and stolen fant formula.” For example, in January
2002, the DEA announced the arrest of moranti0O0 people involved in an expansive
methamphetamine network. The investigation resuttéde arrest of individuals in twelve cities
across the United States and Gimaalong with the seizure of meothan 179 pounds of finished
methamphetamine, six clandestine drug laboratories, and $4.5 million in U.S. currency.
Authorities were able to track $10 million batk the Middle East, some of which allegedly
went to Hamas. In total, Hamas’ criminaltigities in the U.S. reportedly raise millions of
dollars.

Thus, by exploiting America’s free and ewp society, Hamas has reaped considerable
rewards from its extensive network. In faat,the 1993 Philadelphiaesting, the participants
were acutely cognizant of the value of this astructure. The FBI report on the meeting states,
“the participants decided that for fund-ragipurposes, the United Stat theater was very
valuable to them. They stated they could not afford to lose it.”

Given the effectiveness of the Hamadwuwek, one theory that many analysts have
suggested is that the group wabumever risk damaging such a rigbol of resources by launching
attacks on American soil. For example, forri® official Dennis Lormel commented, “being
that the United States is such a fertile groundudadraising, it is lesskely they [Hamas] would
do something because if they wéseattack in the United Statasyould draw more attention to
their activities.” In February2005 Senate testimony, FBI Bator Robert Mueller echoed
Lormel's conclusions, noting that “it is the FBI's assessment, at this time, that there is a limited
threat of a coordinated terrorist attack in the {r@n Palestinian terrorigirganizations, such as
Hamas...We believe that the pringanterest of Palestinian terretigroups in the U.S. remains
the raising of funds to supgotheir regional goals.” Additionally, many Palestinians have

12 E|-Mezain founded the Islamic CenterRdssaic County and served as its Imam.

13 According to the FBI's Assistant Rictor of Counterterrorism John Pistofthe FBI is focused on identifying
NGOs, which seek to replace HLFRD's position as the majanfiier of Hamas in the U.S. To date, no NGOs exist
which compare with the fund-raising capabilities exbith by HLFRD.” Open source reporting has identified
Kindhearts and KinderUSA gmssible HLFRD “replacements.”
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historically viewed the U.S. as the country mbkely to pressure Israel to cede territory.
Further, now that Hamas has gained control efRhlestinian parliamerie group may be even
more hesitant to take actiottzat could damage iimternational sinding, especially since key
international officials appear willing to givdamas a second chance. U.N. envoy to the Middle
East Alvaro de Soto urged, “Ietjudge the participants inéhgovernment by what they do, not
by what they have said in the past.”

Although Hamas has never launched a swoikédmerican soil, a number of critical points
bear noting. According to an August 2004 F&fidavit, Hamas members were among the
conspirators who, in 1993, plotted to bomb N¥ark City landmarks and tunnels. Also, as
documented in open source refpay, the government assesseattilamas operatives with
military training have entered the country and auityehave the capacity to carry out terrorist
attacks in the U.S.

While capability certainly does not imply inte two incidents havéeightened fears. In
December 2003, Israeli authoritiesrested Jamal Akal, a Canadian citizen who received
weapons and explosives training from Hamas and was being trained to launch attacks against
Jewish targets in New York City and Canada. According to a statement by the Israel
government, Akal met Ahmed Wahabe, a seril@mas terrorist, in the Gaza Strip. After
instructing Akal to kill a senior Israeli offiai who would be visitinghe U.S., Wahabe asked
Akal to “attack members of thgS and Canadian Jewish comritigs, either by shooting or by
bombing their homes and/or cars.” Wahabe dd@d&ew York is an easy place to find Jews.”
Notably, Akal told Israeli officials that he was instructed to blame the attack on Al Qaeda, rather
than Hamas.

Jamal Akal

Then, in August 2004, Ismail Elbarasse,dsllAbu Marzook’s formepersonal secretary,
was arrested after authorities witnessed his wideotaping Maryland’s Chesapeake Bay Bridge
from their SUV as Elbarasse drove. The imacpggstured by Elbarasse’sfeiincluded close-ups
of cables and other features thatcording to an FBI affidavit, were “integral to the structural
integrity of the bridge.” Court records reveahtha search of Elbarasse’s home turned up an
“anarchist cookbook,” a document idéied as “Spreadsheet of tread pilots ‘Law Enforcement
Only,” and a piece of paper containing the address of the Norfolk Naval Station.

The affidavit in the Elbarasse casedaile disturbing operational cooperation between
Hamas and Al Qaeda:

Al Qaeda, with a disproportionate number of leaders from
Palestinian backgrounds, has extadia propensity to use others
to collect intelligence or conduct reconnaissance. In previous
years, Al Qaeda commanders aoificials stationed in western
countries, including the United &es, have recruited Hamas
operatives and volunteers to caoyt reconnaissance or serve as
couriers. With the increased law enforcement pressure on Al
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Qaeda since 9-11, there has been a renewed emphasis by Al Qaeda
to find confirmed jihadist supportens the United States by trying

to enlist proven members of other groups such as Hamas to make
up for the vacuum on the field levél.

Al Qaeda’s recent infiltration of the Gaza Strip, a perennial Hamas stronghold, is also
significant because it could herald increasedperation between Hamas and Al Qaeda.
Following the Israeli disengagement from Gaza,ldtaeli Ministry of Defense and the Israeli
Foreign Ministry announced thAt Qaeda operatives had entered the evacuated areas from
Egypt. Internet statements from the “Al Qaeda-Palestine Frontier Jihad Brigades,” which
pledged “allegiance to...the global jihad.pfovided further evidnce confirming this
conclusion. Then, in a September 2005 interview, Hamas spokesman Mahmoud az-Zahar
acknowledged the presence of Al Qaeda membeEaia and claimed thBiamas operatives in
Gaza were in telephone contact with Al Qaedantrer's in other countries. These developments
coincided with an Al Qaeda Internet “newscaist,which the host discussed a new Hamas video
and added “may Allah help them stityn on the road to the truth.”

Ideological continuity heveen Al Qaeda and Hamas ha&ep roots, especially since,
according to the U.S. government, Al Qaeda co-founder Abdullah Azzam is a “spiritual founder
of Hamas.” Highlighting that continuity,in an April 2004 audiotape, Osama bin Laden vowed
to “punish America” for Israel’s “killing othe old, handicapped [Hamas co-founder] Sheikh
Ahmed Yassin.”

Furthermore, in the wake of the Iraq wdamas’ leadership has d®increasingly strident
threats against the U.S. For example, iRedruary 2003 Fox News interview, Hamas founder
Ahmed Yassin ordered Muslims to kill Americanwbkerever they were found if U.S. troops set
foot on Iraqi soil. That same year, in aricde titled “Why Shouldrnf We Attack the United
States?,” Hamas leader Abdel Aziz Rantisi adythat for Hamas, attacking America was not
only “a moral and national duty—babove all, a religious one.” 12004, Rantisi took part in a
Gaza rally supporting the Iragi insurgency; amignts of “Death to America” and the burning
of American flags, Rantisi called on Iragis tepare “prepare tens of thousands of explosive
belts” and blow themselves “up against thmerican enemy. Bomb them in Baghdad.” He
added, “I call on all Arab nations to burn th@gnd underneath the feet thle Americans in all
capitals.” Shortly thereafter, Hamépolitical” head Khaled Mishd signed a statement urging
all Muslims to join Migtada al-Sadr’'s Al-Mahdi army iighting American troops in Iraq. And
in October 2005, Hamas leadMahmoud al-Zahar warned tHatesident Bush’s actions in the

% In February 2005 Senate testimony, FBI Director Roldertller noted that Hama¥United States network is
theoretically capable of facilitating acts of terrorisnttia United States.” And a January 2006 FBI Phoenix
document stated, “Designated Foreign Terrorist Omgdinins (FTOs) such as...Hamas...maintain a presence
within Arizona. While the activities of these groups geleraclude non-operational activites such as fund raising,
recruiting, and spreading propaganda, the presence ofrtéwearks provides terrorists with a ready capability to
carry out attacks if directed to do so.”

15 Also of note, in November and December 2008pavegian organization conducted 1849 face-to-face
interviews with respondents agedyiars and up in the West bank arakz& Strip. 65 percent of those polled
supported Al Qaeda actions in the U.S. and Europe.

6 Mishal's cousin, Akram, served a®tRroject and Grants Director for tHeRFD and was indicted in July 2004
for providing material support to Hamas. Akram Mistals indicted along witMufid Abdulgader, a top HLF
fundraiser and the half-brother of Khalid Mishal. Alghder, who attended the 1993 Philadelphia meeting, worked
for the city of Dallas as an engineer.
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Middle East were “placing Amea in danger,” accusing him &$hooting innocent populations
with missiles” in Iraq and Afghastan and starting a confroritat “between the West and 1.3
billion Muslims...”

4 Ve ™ |
Hamas rally in Hebron, March 30, 2005

Also of note are reports of Hamas’ expanded activities outsideagi. A March 2003
posting on an Internet forum affiliated with the Muslim Brotherhood announced that a Hamas
branch had been formed in Kuwait to launtiagks on U.S. and British forces in the region.
Additionally, May 2003 open source reporting cifeutidanian security officials who claimed
“two Hamas agents...traveled to Afghanistangoruit the remnants &l Qaeda’s network to
join its operations in the Arab world.” And, acdng to open sources, NATO officials suspect
that Ahmed Mustafa Ibrahim Ali, a Palestiniahawilled three American corrections officers at
a prison in Kosovo in April 2004, may have had teeslamas. Open sources also report that
Hamas has been recruiting Palestinians to figi@hechnya by distributing videos and posters
glorifying Chechen terrorideader Shamil Basayev. Moreover, in 2005, Hamas launched an
Urdu website to attract suppan India and Pakistan.

Thus, while Al Qaeda receives the majority of the attention in the War on Terror, Hamas’
global scope cannot be overlooked. For oveedift years, Hamas has exploited America’s
freedoms in order to establish an extensive suppiwork. Composed of organizations such as
HLFRD, IAP, and UASR, that infrastructureshgreatly facilitated Haas’ deadly campaign
against Israel and will likely continue do so j@&ars to come. Eager pootect its U.S. network,
Hamas has stated that “it's natour policy to target Am&ans or American interests.”

However, certain factors could change thedtsgy. For one, Hamas may facilitate Al Qaeda
attacks by “carry[ing] out reconnaissance or sagj[as couriers,” ag 2004 FBI affidavit noted.
With trained operatives reportediready in the U.S., Hamas magaldecide to directly target
“the American enemy.” Angered by the Iraq Véad U.S. support for Israeli aggression, Hamas’
top leaders have increasingly warned that tt# .in “danger” and threatened that “God
declared war against America.” Hamas has ledstered by Israel’s 2005 withdrawal from the
Gaza Strip, which the group views as “the fruitshaf Islamic resistance...” In Hamas’ eyes,

“this achievement is the beginning of complaiel total liberation obur Palestinian land.”

Hamas has also gained considerableidente in the wake of its convincing 2006 election
victory and has intensified its rhetoric. UnfadzgdPresident Bush’s January 26, 2006 statement
that Hamas “is a party with which we will not dedfamadeaderMahmoud Zahar responded
that he could foresee no relationship wite Bush administration: “President Bush is
introducing hysteria intthe region. He...clearly is pushitige Christian-Zionist agenda --
which is why we cannot deal with him.” In ligbt conciliatory gestures by the European Union
and the United Nations, Zaher also indicatianas is unconcerned about the possibility of
losing U.S. aid, commenting, “hovould we justify taking the money.”
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While the ultimate consequences of Hah&ection victory are unclear, Hamas’ U.S.
supporters may become emboldened in their qoestsure that “Isrdevill disappear as the
Crusaders and other empires disappedrAs the situation continués develop, it is critical to
remain aware that Al Qaeda is not the only terrorist organization with a presence on American
soil.

The preceding report was formulated from varioussources. To request a list of references
or for questions and comments, please camtt the Office of Homeland Security at
info@security.state.ny.us or (212) 867 - 7060.
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